
Chapter 5 and 6 Study Guide 
Political Behavior:  Political Parties and Voting Behavior 

 
I. Chapter 5 Section 1 

A. Objectives: 
1. Define a political party. 
2. Describe the major functions of political parties. 

B. As you read section 1, write the correct answers in the blanks provided on 
the chart below. 

Function 
 

Description Explanation 

 
1. ______________ 

 
 

Selecting candidates The activity that sets 
political parties apart 
from other political 
groups 

Informing and activating 
supporters 
 

Inform people and activate their 
interests in public affairs 

Parties share this 
function with 
2.______________ and 
3._______________ 
 

Bonding agent Tries to choose candidates who 
are 4._____________ and of 
good character. 
 

After candidates are 
elected, the party prods 
them to do well or 
suffer in the next 
5._______________ 
 

Governing Helps 6._______________ and 
executive branches work 
together. 

Most appointments to 
executive branch are 
made on basis of 
7.__________________
, or allegiance to a 
political party. 
 

 
8.____________________ 

Party that is 
9.________________________
_ criticizes the party that 
controls the government. 

The loyal opposition 
urges voters to 
10._________________ 
___________________
_ 

 
Part 2 Reviewing Key Terms 
 

11. All ____________ can be defined as groups of persons who join together 
because they want to gain control of the government through winning elections. 

12. Allegiance to a political party is known as ______________________________. 
13. In the United States, the major ________________________ are the Democrats 

and the Republicans. 



14. The party that controls the executive branch is known as the ________________. 
 

II. Section II:  The Two-Party System 
A. Objectives 

1. Identify the reasons why the U.S. has a two party system. 
2. Understand multiparty and one-party systems and how they 

affect the functioning of government. 
3. Describe party membership patterns in the U.S. 

B. As you read section 2, fill in the blanks below explaining how each factor 
contributes to the stability of the two-party system in the U.S. 
 

1. Historical Basis: 
____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

 
2. Tradition:   

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

 
3. Electoral System:  

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

 
4. Ideological Consensus:  

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

 
Part II:  Define the following terms: 
1. minor party 
2. two-party system 
3. single-member district 
4. plurality 
5. pluralistic society 
6. consensus 
7. multiparty 
8. one-party system 

 
 

III. Section IV – The Minor Parties 
A. Objectives 

1. Identify the types of minor parties that have been active in 
American politics. 

2. Understand why minor parties are important despite the fact that 
none has ever won the presidency. 

 
 



B. As you read section 4, define and give examples of the four types of minor 
parties on the chart below. 

 Definition Examples 
Ideological parties  

 
 

 

Single-Issue Parties 
 
 

  

Economic Protest Parties 
 
 

  

Splinter Parties 
 
 

  

 
Answer the following questions. 
1. What tends to happen to single-issue parties? 

 
2. Which type of minor party has been most successful in winning votes? 

 
3. Which type of minor party has been the longest lived? 

 
4. What useful functions have minor parties performed in American history/ 

 
 
Chapter 6 Voters and Voting Behavior 
 
Section 1:  The Right to Vote 

A. Objectives 
1. Summarize the history of voting rights in the United States. 
2. Identify and explain constitutional restrictions on the States’ 

power to set voting qualifications. 
B. The chart below illustrates the expansion of suffrage.  As you read section 1, 

fill in the boxes provided by describing the portion of the American 
population that was qualified to vote at the time given. 

 
1. _________________________________________ 

The Constitution    1789 
 

2. _________________________________________ 
Dropped religious and property qualifications   1850 

 
3. _________________________________________ 

15th amendment      1870 
 



4. __________________________________________ 
19th amendment     1920 

 
5. __________________________________________ 

Civil Rights Movement    1960’s 
 

6. __________________________________________ 
26th Amendment     1971 

 
Write the correct term in the blank provided. 
 
During the last two hundred years, Americans have broadened the right _________________ by 
Eliminating barriers bases on ______________________ belief, 
___________________ownership, _____________________ payment, race, and 
_______________________.  At the same time, the _________________________ Government 
has assumed a greater role in deciding who can vote and how elections should be run. 
 
Section 2:  Voter Qualifications 

A. Objectives 
1. Identify the universal requirements for voting in the United States. 
2. Explain the other requirements that States have used or still use as voting 

qualifications. 
B. As you read Section 2, answer the following questions in the space provided. 

 
1. According to the Constitution, can Aliens vote? 

 
2. Do any governments today allow aliens to vote? 

 
3. What are the two reasons that States adopted residency requirements? 

a. 
b. 

4.  What is the longest period of residence that any State today requires before 
permitting new residents to vote? 

 
5. What is the oldest minimum age a State can set for voters? 
 
6. What kinds of information are voters usually asked to give when they register to 

vote? 
 

7. Why do some people argue that voter registration ought to be abolished? 
 

8. Why do others believe registration is important? 
 

9. What were the three provisions of the Motor Voter Law? 
 

10. Why were literacy tests abolished? 



 
11. In what region of the country was the poll tax once used?  Why was it abolished? 

 
12. What groups of persons are widely barred from voting? 

 
Section 3 – Suffrage and Civil Rights 

A. Objectives 
1. Describe the 15th amendment and the tactics used to circumvent it in 

an effort to deny African Americans the vote. 
2. Explain the significance of the early civil rights legislation passed in 

1957, 1960, and 1964. 
3. Analyze the provisions and effects of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

B. As you read, complete the paragraphs below by writing the correct answers in the 
blanks provided. 
 
The 15th amendment was ratified in _____________.  It states that no citizen can be 
denied suffrage on the basis of ______________, color, or previous condition of 
_________________.  Although this amendment was intended to enfranchise 
_________________ men, in fact it was not enforced for almost 100 years. 
 
 
The Civil Rights Act of 1957 set up the ___________________ and gave the attorney 
general the right to seek federal ___________________ to prevent actions that 
interfered with the voting rights of qualified citizens. 
 
 
The Civil Rights Act of 1960 provided for the appointment of federal 
__________________.  Their duty was to make sure that qualified citizens were 
allowed to __________________ and ________________________ in federal 
elections. 
 
 
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 forbade discriminatory _________________ 
requirements.  It relied heavily on the use of the ___________________ system to 
overcome racial discrimination.  Its shortcomings became clear when Martin Luther 
______________ organized a voter registration drive in the city of ______________.  
Efforts to register African-American voters were met with violent opposition. 
 
 
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 attacked the use of the ___________________ tax and 
_________________ tests.  It authorized the appointment of ___________________ in 
any state or county in which less than ____________________ of the electorate had 
been registered or ____________________ in the 1964 elections.  In 1957 the law was 
extended to cover States and counties in which more than _______________________ 
percent of the adult population belongs to the following groups 
_____________________________. 



Section 4: Voter Behavior 
A. Objectives 

1. Examine the problem of nonvoting in this country, and describe the size 
of the problem. 

2. Identify people who do not vote. 
3. Examine the behavior of those who vote and those who do not vote. 
4. Understand the sociological and psychological factors that affect voting 

and how they work together to influence voter behavior. 
B. Answer the following questions. 

1. What type of election years have the highest voter turnout? __________ 
2. What is “ballot fatique”?  _____________________________________ 
3. What is the largest group of cannot-voters”?______________________ 
4. Why do some nonvoters deliberately choose to not vote?  

_________________________________________________________ 
5. What is “time-zone fallout”?  __________________________________ 
6. What is the chief reason that most nonvoters do not vote?  

__________________________________________________________ 
7. How do each of these factors affect the likelihood of whether people do 

not vote? 
a. level of income 
b. occupation 
c. education 
d. age 
e. gender 
f. party identification 

C. Fill in the characteristics in the chart below to compare some factors that 
influence whether people are likely to vote Democrat or Republican. 

 Democrat Republican 
Income/occupation 
 

  

Education 
 

  

Gender/age 
 

  

Religion 
 

  

Ethnicity 
 

  

Geography 
 

  

 


